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FOREIGN BROADCAST INFORMATION SERVICE
AMERICAN EMBASSY
LONDON, W. 1.

1 November 1960

STAT

Chief
Foreign Broadcast Information Service
2430 E. Street N. W.
¥ashington 25, D. C.

Dear Roger: oubject: BBC Coverage

Thank you very much for your letters of 3 and 24 October.
I would like to send along just a word of acknowledgement and
reply to each of them to wrap up the subject of these discussions
prior to my departure from the London Bureau.

Your letter of 3 October 1960 mentions that an examination
of Headquarters files fails to produce written evidence that FEIS
agreed to the BBC cuts in coverage in 1954 and that FBIS simply
accepted a situation forced upon it.

Although certainly FBIS was more or less prescnted with a
fait accompli in 1954, I think that John is not without srounds in
saying FBLS acquiesced in some of the reductions. The letter of
11 February 1955 from the Chief of FBIS to the BBC contains an
attachment which asks that the BBC retain one of two Moscow Polish
programs, one of two Spanish, and one of two Dutch. By implication,
I suppose, FBIS concurred in the proposal to drop these and some of
the other programs mentioned in the letter.

I quite agree with your suggestion that further dealings with
the BBC on the over-all subject of coverage should be through
correspondence between you and John Campbell. I would go farther

_ possibly and suggest that the question of over—all coverage might
’!’/cﬁf 140,/ 1 be the subject of frequent and resular exchanges between yourself
and John and that any FBIS proposal that is not commented on within
f{, eouo thirty days be the subject of a follow-up letter. I feel sure that
( 7 this sort of lively exchange would appeal to John very much. Thig
e &““' would mean that all working coverage and other exchanges would be
/ , done on an immediate and ad hoc basis and Coordination meetings
VV%141A A9 would be largely devoted to consolidating agreements or exchanges
of the past.

Aradosite
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With this sole exception of coverage, the BBC at every level
has been cooperating with us very well indeed, and I have every
confidence as I write what undoubtedly is my last letter on this
subject from London that we may have every hope that the BBC~Washing-
ton dealings you suggest will resolve these remaining problems.

Sincerely,

Chief, London Bureau

Approved For Release 2009/07/09 : CIA-RDP80-00765A000100050004-5

STAT




Approved For Release 2009/07/09 : CIA-RDP80-00765A%100050004-5
W

1 November 1960

‘ Chief

Foreign Rroadcast Information Service
24” E. Street N. W,
Washington 25, D. C.

Subjects BBC Coverage

Thank you very much for your letters of 3 and 24 October.
I would like %o send along just a word of acknowledgement and
Toply 40 each of them to wrap up the subjecs of these discussions
prior %0 my departure from the London Bureau.

Your letser of 3 October 1960 mentions that an examination
of Headquarters files fails %0 produce writtsn evidence that PHIS
agreed % the EBC ocuts in coverege in 1954 and that FHIS simply
accepted a situation forced upon it.

Although osrtainly FHEIS was more or less prescnted with a
fait scoompli in 1954, I think that John is not withous grounds in
saying FEIS asquiesosd in some of the reductions. The letter of
11 February 1955 fram the Chief of FHIS %o the BEC oonsains an
attackment which asks that the BEC retain one of swo Moscow Polish
prograns, one of two Spanish, and one of two Dutoch. By implication,
I suppose, FHEIS conourred in the proposal to drop these and some of
‘he other programs mentioned in the letter.

I quite agree with your suggestion that further dealings with
the XEC on the over-all subject of coverage should be through
oorrespondence between you and John Campbell. I would go farsher
possibly and suggest that the question of over-all coversge might
be the subjeot of frequent and regular exchanges betwsen yourself
and John and that any FHEIS proposal that is not commented om within
thirty days be the sudject of a follow-up letter. I feel sure that
this sort of lively exchange would appeal to John very much. This
would mean that all working coverage and other exchanges would be
dons on an immediate and ad hoc basis and Coordination meetings
would be largely devoted $0 consolidat¥ing agreements or exchanges
of the past.
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¥ith this sole exception of coverage, the BBC at every level
has been cooperating with us very well indeed, andi I have every
confidence as I write what undoubtedly is my last letter on this
subject from London that we may have every hope that the BBC-Washing-
ton dealings you suggest will resolve these remaining problems.

Sincerely,

Chief, London Bureau
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